saoban

VILLAGE HANDCRAFTS FROM
THE HEART OF LAOS

Beautifully handcrafted silk and bamboo
products directly from the villagers of Laos.

In 2005, PADETC started working with small groups of weavers
in a village of Vientiane Province, providing them with technical
guidance for product improvement as well as small loans to
expand their production.
Soon, other weaver groups
approached PADETC for
start-up capital and help with |
marketing and business
development. The result was
Saoban. The word is Lao for
“village”; the enterprise
represents a dynamic and
promising new opportunity for an ancient craft. Saoban works on
both sides of production, improving product quality and variety
while also sourcing markets domestic and foreign on behalf of
rural weaver groups.

When you purchase a Saoban product you
provide an income for the woman artisan,
and you support a school and community.

A fair wage is paid to the artisan for their weaving and supports
the continuation of the craft in the villages along with providing
needed revenue for the community. A portion of your purchase

“—.—_== goesto PADETC to support further development
y of village based, culturally sustaining projects.

Saoban Contact in Vientiane : Mr. Bandith Ladpakdy
email : contact@saobancrafts.com phone/fax: (856-21) ~ 219130
97/1 Ban Watchan of ChaoAnou Road ~ Chanthabouly District
Vientiane, Lao PDR
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